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Sigma Alpha Epsilon turned a spry 157 years of age on  
March 9th of this year. In keeping with tradition, the 
Lambda Pi Active Chapter welcomed the alumni back 
to the House for a celebration on Thursday, March 7th. 

It’s impossible to know if Noble Leslie De Votie and 
crew had even an inkling when they first talked  
of starting a new fraternity on the banks of the Black 
Warrior River, that their efforts would yield such a  
bounty of tradition and friendship. Certainly, it’s 
unlikely that any one of the eight founders could have  
imagined a fraternity house in Lincoln, Nebraska in  
the year 2013, filled with gentlemen celebrating their  
efforts, as well as their goal of creating lifelong 
friendships. No matter how grand or limited their 
vision may have been, we thank them for what they 
have given us. 

All in attendance at the 2013 Founders Day celebration,  
it was clear, made excellent use of the moment. Packed  
into the living room, second living room and overflowing  
into the library and card rooms, alumni capitalized on 
the chance to reminisce with friends old and new and 
for the first time we included a few select rushees. 

With smiles, laughter and a mutual fondness for the 
past, alumni turned back the hands of time to the 
days when they called 635 North 16th Street “home”. 
Stories flowed like beer on game day, with little to  
no concern for accuracy and truth in storytelling  
(the rule seemed to be, the more years that passed 
since an event happened, the more exaggeration 
permissible). Brothers who graduated in the 1950s 
and 1960s could be heard telling and enjoying stories 
with brothers who were students 3, 4 or even 5  
decades behind them.
 
The night offered an exciting but slightly different 
agenda for the Active members. And for the many 
young men in attendance, hosting Founder’s Day was  
time well spent. The chance to meet and hear the tales 
(tall or not) of the men that preceded them exposed 
them to all the possibilities for the future. Observing 
the laughter and lasting friendships of men years 
removed from the campus experience brought living 
examples to the idea that brotherhood is not just for 
today— but for the many tomorrows to come. 

Special thanks to Pete Meginnis for coordination 
of this event as Alumni Relations Chairman, and 
congratulations to Kory Hubers for winning the Ray 
Dein Fraternity Zeal Award and Brandon Boosalis 
for winning the Mike Wallin True Gentleman Award 
presented annually by the Alumni Association.

For those for who were unable to attend Founder’s 
Day 2013, the news is good. The Fraternity is in the 
hands of a dedicated and responsible Active Chapter, 
which ensures there will likely be plenty more 
tomorrows and many more Founder’s Days to come 
for SAE. For one and all, actives and alumni, that 
means it’s not too early to put Founder’s Day 2014 on 
your calendar. It’s a day to look forward to and one 
you’re sure to enjoy.

Founder’s Day
A Day To Remember And To Look Forward 

Don Trouba ‘99 presenting Kory Hubers ‘13 with the  
Ray Dein Fraternity Zeal Award

www.sae635.com
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Following a successful fall semester the gentlemen of 635 North 16th Street 
were ready for the opportunities and challenges of the spring 2013 term. Now, 
just two months into the new year, the brothers of Nebraska Lambda Pi are  
busy with studies, intramurals, campus activities and, of course—our social life. 

Academically, we are proud to have finished fifth among fraternities with over 
100 members, and 7th overall, among all fraternities. We boasted a 3.165 grade 
point average which bested the all-fraternity average of a 3.074. We are proud 
to share that seven of our brothers achieved a perfect 4.0. We continue to focus 
and strive toward continued academic success and improvement, and feel 
confident that the strategies we have put in place this semester will leave us 
posting even more impressive results.

This spring, we have made some favorable additions to our Chapter by-laws and  
operations. As a Chapter, we promoted the position of House Manager to the 
Executive Council. As part of this team, the House Manager will continue to 
reinforce the importance of our house and its care as having a pivotal role in  
the longevity of the Fraternity. We have also developed a monthly system of 
individual meetings between the Executive Council and each Chapter Officer. 
We believe more frequent reporting and improved management will enhance 
communication and accountability.

We continue our commitment to the community both through our own programs  
as well as through our support of programs initiated by other organizations. 
Earlier in the semester, we participated in the Alpha Phi Cardiac Arrest program  
and raised $700 for their cause. Additionally, on March 4th we co-sponsored an 
alcohol and drunk driving awareness presentation with the women of Alpha 
Omicron Pi. 

On March 5th we hosted our annual Hockey Fights Cancer philanthropy, which 
is further highlighted in the Chapter Activities section of this newsletter. 

Spring is also bringing big changes to the Fraternity system including 
modifications to rush rules, which have been impacted by University housing 
policies for incoming freshmen relative to dormitory deposits. You’ll also find 
more information about these new policies later in the newsletter. While change  
can sometimes be challenging, it can also present opportunities, and we look 
forward to another very successful year of new member recruitment. 

Time continues to fly by and we are already working on plans for the fall term,  
specifically our new focus on creating a true Homecoming experience for alumni.  
This seems the perfect time to renew this great tradition as we celebrate the 
120th Anniversary of the Nebraska Lambda Pi Chapter. You’ll be hearing more 
about this in the months to come, and we hope you’ll look for updates on all 
activities related to Sigma Alpha Epsilon by frequently visiting the new website 
at www.sae635.org.

Sigma Alpha Epsilon continues to have great influence on its members, the 
surrounding Greek community, and the campus at large. Though we are strong,  
we strive for continued improvement and everlasting pursuit of our noble virtues.  
Through this effort, we hope to continue our success in molding young men into  
future leaders, loving husbands, dedicated fathers, and True Gentleman.

Yours in the Bonds —Scott

letters
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scott Gaebler
Eminent Archon 2013, Class of 2014

sae635 Post contributors: 

Bill Barna, Class of 1984

Matt DeLong, Class of 2015

Matt Firestone, Class of 2001

Scott Gaebler, Class of 2014

Dave McBride, Class of 1974

Tommy Olson, Class of 2016  

Justin Peet, Class of 2015

Norm Rasmussen, Class of 1955

Mike Sophir, Class of 1985

Adam Vipond, Class of 2015
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cHaPter News

sUmmer rUsH | ready, set, Go
Plans and activities for new member recruitment and summer rush are well 
underway. Due to policy changes of the UNL Housing Department, the 
Fraternity system is modifying policies and plans to allow for earlier contact 
and communication with potential new members. The Housing Department 
requires a deposit of $400 to reserve a dormitory room. In the past this fee 
was refunded either partially or in full based on a mid-summer deadline. 
Beginning this year, a student must cancel their contract by May 1 in order 
to receive a $200 partial refund. What does that mean for the fraternity 
system and SAE—rush is starting now! 

Although we cannot meet with rushees individually, such as having one-on-one  
dinners, we can and will be giving house tours and hosting select group events.  
We can even invite them to events like Founders Day. We’ve also worked 
with our alumni advisors to create new ways for alumni, parents and friends 
to help. You’ll find two new resources in this effort available at www.sae635.org.  
For alumni, parents and friends, we have created an on-line Recruitment 
Recommendation Form. And for students interested in learning more about 
SAE, we’ve created an application they can submit as well. Both of these 
forms, upon submission, will go to the 3 three Rush Chairman, the Eminent 
Archon and our Alumni Recruitment Advisor, to ensure every submission  
is reviewed and contacted. So if you have a son, nephew, or friend that you  
believe would be a good SAE, we hope you will take the time to fill out these  
forms very soon. Should you prefer to speak to someone directly, you’ll also 
find direct contact information on the website for the three Rush Chairman: 
Matt DeLong, Justin Peet and Adam Vipond. All recommendations from 
alumni are greatly valued!

Headed to class
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Brothers on their way to Parents Night

SAE’s at the Olympics
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cHaPter News

HocKeY FIGHts caNcer | a winning season 
On Tuesday, March 5th, Sigma Alpha Epsilon held it’s annual philanthropy 
event, Hockey Fights Cancer. As always, we partnered with the Lincoln Stars 
Junior Hockey Club in an effort to raise money for the American Cancer 
Society. We sold Stars tickets bundled together with custom t-shirts for $15.00  
a piece, and gave our $5 profit on each sale to charity. This year the event 
raised $3,700.

Hockey Fights Cancer was conceived three years ago as a result of the work 
of Jake Pflug, then philanthropy chair, who’s father is the owner of the 
Lincoln Stars. Since then, the event has been gaining ground and becoming 
more and more popular throughout the campus. We have held a tradition  
of raising the money in honor of a brother of Sigma Alpha Epsilon who 
either has a family member stricken with cancer or who has been stricken 
with cancer himself. This year’s Hockey Fights Cancer was dedicated to 
junior Blaise Lanoha’s father and freshman Tommy Olson’s mother.

INtramUrals | we Got Game 
The intramural field kept us busy last fall and we are proud to add a few new  
trophies to the collection. We won the All-University Men’s 2 on 2 Basketball  
tournament, the Men’s B League Volleyball, and the Soccer championships. 
While the fields are a bit muddy now—we look forward to the spring program.

oN camPUs | sae’s elected
Being active in campus leadership positions continues to be a priority for 
SAE and on March 6th, four SAE Brothers were elected to ASUN Student 
Government positions. Quinn Roberts will serve as a Senator for the 
College of Public Affairs and Community Service and Matt Delong, Pat 
Dewald, and Tommy Olson will all serve on the Academic Fee Allocation 
Committee. We congratulate them and feel confident they will make a 
valuable contribution.

Brothers supporting the cause
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Brotherhood at its best

Another championship season!

Elected to ASUN (left to right) Matt DeLong, 
Pat Dewald, Tommy Olson and Quin Roberts
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HomecomING  
sae celebrates 120 Years oN UNl camPUs 
saturday, september 21, 2013
On September 21st, we’ll transform the House into the center of game day 
activities with a celebration of 120 years of SAE on the UNL campus.  
Let’s admit it, there isn’t much that can top a football Saturday in Lincoln 
with the exception of spending it with a bunch of your college buddies,  
and sharing it with family and friends. So please plan to join us 635 North 
16th Street before, during and after the 2013 Husker Homecoming game. 
We’ve secured University approval for a cash bar, and the Chapter will be 
serving great BBQ. We’ll be sending formal invitations later this summer.  
We promise this to be fun for all, and the start of a great new tradition for  
a Fraternity filled with great traditions.

eveNts

Long days and late nights 
creating the Homecoming float

  
 

Plan now to join us Thursday, March 6, 2014 for 

Founder’s Day 2014 
5
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We welcome updates from all brothers. Please submit news and information to info@SAE635.org or send it  
by mail to SAE Nebraska Lambda Pi Alumni Association, 1633 Normandy Court, Suite A, Lincoln, NE 68512.
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alUmNI News

When a young man pledges to be a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, he is 
quickly taught what it takes to be considered a True Gentleman. He will 
learn of our founding fathers, he will become familiar with the rich history of 
our fraternity, and, finally, he will memorize our creed. However, if this young 
man wants to fully understand what it takes to become a True Gentleman, 
he simply needs to look at the life of our late brother, Joe Walt. Joe 
influenced SAE through his work as the Fraternity’s historian for many, many 
decades, and as the Editor of The Phoenix for an impressive 49 years. 

While Joe was not a member of Nebraska Lambda Pi, he kept a special 
place in his heart for our Chapter, as his father, Harold, was initiated by our 
Chapter and graduated in 1926. Harold passed away when Joe was quite 
young, and Joe often said that it was while visiting our House that he felt 
close to his father. In fact, had his father not been a Brother of Nebraska 
Lambda Pi, he might never have been an SAE himself.

While serving as the Fraternity Historian of SAE, Joe began sharing, “The 
Story of Sigma Alpha Epsilon” at both national and regional leadership 
schools. However, this story was not limited to those fortunate enough to 
attend one of those seminars. He was eager to speak about SAE to anyone 
who was curious enough to listen. As summarized by Brother, Father Bob 
Hedges, Joe was the most well-versed man he had ever heard speak in 
regard to the Fraternity’s history. Young men would gather around a room, 
and sit in awe as they listened to him recite a number of unique stories that 
you would be hard pressed to find anywhere else. As Father Bob happily 
recalled, Joe had a special ability to dominate conversations while keeping 
young men mesmerized and asking for more.

Joe’s commitment to his beloved fraternity was second-to-none. He 
expressed this commitment in a number of ways, but his desire to give back 

was most evident in his writing. All brothers of SAE became familiar with 
the Phoenix and, without Joe, we would likely be accustomed to a much 
different version. But Joe’s work didn’t stop there. He also served as Editor  
and frequent contributor to The Record, and he authored “The Era of Levere,”  
a history of the Fraternity from 1910 to 1930.

According to all who knew Joe well, he never did any of his extraordinary 
work to gain personal recognition. He truly possessed an undeniable love  
for our Fraternity. Over the years, SAE would honor Joe with the three 
highest awards to be bestowed on an SAE, The Highest Effort Award, the 
Merit Key Award, and the Distinguished Service Award. Each represents a 
level of commitment that all brothers of SAE can look to as an inspiration. 

In his later years, Joe served alongside Father Bob as a chairman of the  
SAE Committee in charge of fundraising for the WWII memorial in 
Washington D.C. Thanks to their efforts, over $100,000 was donated in 
honor of all fallen SAE’s; a contribution that exceeded those of every other 
national fraternity, and led to the two men having reserved seats to the  
unveiling event that was headlined by former Presidents George H.W. Bush, 
William J. Clinton, and George W. Bush.

When Joe told “The Story of Sigma Alpha Epsilon,” he often spoke with 
tremendous passion of the five great brothers in our Fraternity History. Due 
to his selfless sacrifice and commitment to SAE there is an undeniable 
argument for Brother Joe Walt to be included as the next great brother in  
our ever-growing story. The legacy Joe left for us all will forever be 
remembered. He was and remains the Truest of Gentleman, and those lucky 
enough to have known him understand they had the good fortune of calling 
him Brother.

Eames Irvin passed way on December 19, 2012. Eames remained actively 
involved in SAE following his graduation from the College of Business 
Administration in 1950. He served as Financial Advisor to the Chapter for  
17 years and was instrumental in the 1968 addition to the Fraternity House.  
But in many, many ways it was the friendships he created, and the mentoring  
he provided to many men of succeeding generations that most defines him. 

As the story goes, during his time as Financial Advisor, Eames would meet 
with the Eminent Treasurer once a month at his office in the 1st National 
Bank in downtown Lincoln. During these meetings, Eames would first and  
foremost settle any troubles that the Chapter may have been having 
regarding the payment of bills or balancing the budget. However, the 
conversations were rarely limited to financial talk. Many brothers fondly 
recall Eames providing helpful advice on topics such as choosing the right 
major, and future career opportunities. He possessed a strong desire to help 
every brother with more than just financial advice.

While those who only saw him as the man in charge of Chapter finances 
may have perceived him as a strict man, those who had the pleasure to know  
him on a personal level understood his great sense of humor as well. Eames 
especially loved reminiscing and socializing with brothers at events like 
Initiation and Founders Day, and made an appearance as often as he could 
with active attendance as recently as 2010. 

The value Eames provided for the Lambda Pi Chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
is far too great to be summarized in one short memorial. Brother John 
Guthery suggests that Eames would have taken great joy in helping with 
future renovations of the Fraternity House as well. The friendships Eames 
built lasted well beyond his college days, and all of SAE truly owes him 
a huge thank you. He lived his life as a reminder to his brothers that the 
fraternal bond we all share lasts a lifetime. Phi Alpha Eames!

IN memorIUm
Eames Irvin | A Man Who Knew Brotherhood Lasts a Lifetime

Joseph W. Walt | His Living Legacy
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alUmNI News

remembering the Days
Pictured above are brothers from 1941, 
just before many of the young men 
went off to war. We received this 
photo from Deborah Garey Lovell, 
the daughter of Roger W. Garey,  
class of 1943, for our Chapter archives.  
Do you have pictures from your 
days living at 635 N. 16th? We are 
working to catalogue generation 
upon generation. If you have group 
pictures, composites, or candid 
snapshots, and are willing to share 
them, we’d welcome a chance  
to scan any you can contribute and 
return the originals to you. Our 
goal over time is to create a stronger 
photographic presence of every 
generation in the House. Your help  
in getting there would be of great 
value. Whether you have one or  
100, just place your name on the 
back of your photos, and include  
any information as applicable (i.e., 
when it was taken, where it was 
taken, who is featured in the picture 
or background of the activity, etc.). 
Then simply include a note with your  
name and return address, and we’ll 
be sure to get them back to you 
promptly. You can send photographs in  
care of the SAE Nebraska Lambda Pi  
Alumni Association, 1633 Normandy 
Court, Suite A, Lincoln, NE 68512.

From Norm rasmussen (class of 1955) 
It was worth a good meal — and more!
In June of 1954 I returned from 2 years of military service (I was drafted 
between Jr. and Sr. years at UN during the Korean War) and signed up for 
Summer School. I was a student in the College of Business Administration. 
My first class was Statistics — you know, the one all Business Administration 
students hated. For some reason, I arrived late and quietly slipped into a seat 
near the door trying not to be observed. A short while later, a nice looking 
girl, even later than me, slipped in and sat even closer to the door. 

After class I introduced myself to Jo Knapp (rather forward, but you see, I 
had been in Japan for 1½ years and hadn’t had a date with an American girl 
for all that time). I found that she had recently broken up with another guy, 
so after a couple more weeks of classes, I asked her for a date. She accepted 
and we hit it off quite well. Among other things, I learned that she was the 
President of Mortar Board and that her father had recently died, and that 
she and her mother were living alone in Lincoln. They both were working 
at Gold’s Department Store. In those days, dating a Lincoln girl had some 
definite advantages. I soon discovered one of those. Having found out that 
the SAE House didn’t serve Sunday night meals, she invited me to her 
home for dinner one such night. Her mother pampered me with a delicious 
stuffed pork chop meal and my favorite lemon pie dessert.

During dinner, and I’m not exactly sure how this happened, the girl and her 
mom recruited me for the following Sunday, and invited me to mow the 
lawn before dinner. And so it began—mowing, washing windows, cleaning 
out the garage, then later raking leaves and shoveling the snow. But those 
Sunday night dinners kept coming, and just got better and better.

Come spring time, we got pinned at the Chi Omega House, became engaged  
in May, graduated together in June, and were married in September. Almost 
58 years later, we are still married with 4 great children and 10 equally neat 
grandchildren.

And all because the SAE House did not serve dinner on Sunday night—and  
of course, because of the great stuffed pork chop!

Update Your contact Information
Now it’s easy. Visit www.sae635.org and under the Alumni section, click on the 
“Stay Connected” menu item. When you submit your change, we’ll also 
make sure it’s updated with the Fraternity Headquarters in Evanston.

e-communications
If you prefer to receive this newsletter and most future communications 
electronically, please visit the website at www.SAE635.org. Under the 
Alumni section you’ll find the “Stay Connected” menu item, under it is a 
contact form. Complete the form, including your preferred email address, 
and in the “Other Information” section let us know you prefer electronic 
communications. Upon receipt of this information,we’ll mark your 
individual record as such for the future.

Sigma Alpha Epsilon in 1941
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the alumni association 
As alumni, our days living in the House at 635 N. 16th  
are some years behind us, yet many of the friendships  
and positive experiences continue to shape our lives today.  
Every generation has helped to build the Chapter’s 
traditions, heritage, culture and resources, so that each 
succeeding group of undergraduate brothers is able to 
learn and grow through the Fraternity. Over the years,  
the Nebraska Lambda Pi Alumni Association has served 
as the bridge between SAE’s of the past and present by 
providing services that include:

• Communication with alumni regarding activities of the 
Chapter and Alumni Association 

• Scholarship assistance to undergraduate brothers, 
making it possible for more men to enjoy the benefits of 
fraternity life in an environment of rising academic costs

• Programs and services to the undergraduate brothers 
such as mentor programs, retreats, career speakers  
and more

 
Many of you have probably now seen or read about the  
results of several new initiatives—including the expanded  
website, updated newsletter, Founders Day and the plans  
for Homecoming 2013. We hope you’ll consider supporting 
these efforts. Levels of support for the Association are 
listed below, and all contributions are used strictly to 
support the programs listed previously. While these gifts 
are not tax deductible, they are greatly appreciated. 

Annual levels of support:

Standard: $50
Benefactor: $75
Sustainer: $100 

To make an on-line contribution, visit the Alumni section  
of www.sae635.org or make checks payable to the SAE 
Nebraska Lambda Pi Alumni Association and send to  
1633 Normandy Court, Suite A, Lincoln, NE 68512

SAE Nebraska Lambda Pi 
Alumni Association  
1633 Normandy Court, Suite A 
Lincoln, NE 68512

<< variable data field>>
Mr. Jack Frost
1234 Chilly Gumdrop Lane 
North Pole, WI  98765
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