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Walk up the brick path, open the big wooden door 
and follow the banister up the stairs. It won’t take 
long for you to see that the old House at 635 North 
16th Street is alive with new faces and new dreams. 
Another school year means new members and 
renewed energy added to a chapter already strong 
with talent and passion.   

Along with new faces, you’ll find something familiar 
as well. In important ways you’ll see, walking into the 
House today is like a walk back in time. The charm  
and comfort of the House, along with the character of  
the men who live within its walls, continue to endure.  
While much is happening, many of the fraternity’s 
great traditions and standards of excellence continue 
to be alive and well.

Alumni of every generation can be happy knowing 
the torch is being carried by an Active Chapter 
boasting more than 100 members, and with the house 
at full capacity. These young men honor and  
carry on the legacy of all those who preceded them.  
In the classroom, in the chapter room and in the 
community, the members of Lambda Pi are working 
hard to uphold the honor and traditions of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon.   

In addition to maintaining many great traditions, we 
also continue to implement new efforts to improve 
areas like communication. Earlier this fall, several steps  
were taken to enhance member programs, starting  
with a new website that now includes sections relative 
to the chapter, alumni association, house corporation 
and the house itself. The purpose of the site is truly 
intended to serve as a home away from home for all 
brothers, a place everyone can visit and stay connected.  
You can visit the site at WWW.SAE635.COM, and 
while you’re there, we encourage you to update your  
address, phone and email information. Over the next few 
years, the Alumni Association and House Corporation  
leadership in conjunction with the Active Chapter are 
committed to more frequent communication. Updating 
your information will help support these efforts.

You may also have noticed that the name and graphic 
identity of this newsletter have changed. After many 
years under the banner of the Lambda Pi Log, the 
Alumni Association and House Corporation leadership 
made a commitment to refresh the Lambda Pi brand 
and bring to it a renewed sense of familiarity. Our 
hope and intent is that these are elements that every 
member, no matter the generation, will recognize and 
appreciate. You’ll see it in the new chapter logo with 
the custom designed lion, you’ll see it on the website 
and in this newsletter, and in the coming months, 
you’ll see even more.

We hope you’ll welcome these new features and 
enjoy reading this first edition of the 635Post. 

  
 

It’s good to know some things never change
News from the Chapter is good news for all 

The Brothers of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Fall 2012

WWW.SAE635.COM



Alec Lowrey
Eminent Archon 2012, Class of 2013

It’s an exciting time to be a member 
of SAE Nebraska Lambda Pi. Over 
the past few years, the Chapter 
leadership has worked diligently to  
position SAE as a leading and 
respected Fraternity. Now with more 

than 100 Active members and a very full house, we have 
a positive and clear vision for the future. But it’s more 
than about the number of men, it’s the type of men that 
really make SAE notable. Recruiting men with honor, 
integrity and respect for one another are major priorities. 
We have also found that with a strong commitment to 
academic pursuits, the influence of that focus transcends 
all areas of chapter activities. The result is that we are 
now consistently in the academic top 5 of the 26 campus 
fraternities. Last spring we had a 3.288 cumulative average 
for all members. We’ve seen this academic average 
increase each of the last four semesters and are working 
now to make it a fifth.

It’s been a busy fall as we initiated 29 new brothers, 
hosted nearly 300 brothers at the Province Tau Leadership 
School, as well as hosting our 30th Annual Do It Sober 
alcohol awareness program. 

Like generations before us, we take great pride in intramurals  
and participate with at least one team for virtually 
every sport the University offers. Additionally, we have 
multiple teams in football, basketball, soccer, softball, 
broomball, sand volleyball, and indoor volleyball. During 
each of the last several years, we’ve won a championship 
in at least football or basketball, and have had broomball, 
sand volleyball, and indoor volleyball champions over the 
last two years as well. 

As my tenure comes to a close, I’m proud to say that the  
men who make up today’s membership are people I admire,  
respect, and are models of the True Gentleman in words  
and actions. As I hand the gavel to Scott Gaebler, our  
new Eminent Archon, I feel confident that the future looks 
bright for SAE.

Tom Sonderegger 
Chapter Advisor, Class of 2003

When I accepted the role of Chapter 
Advisor in 2007, 635 North16th Street 
was a different place. Membership 
numbers hovered around 50 and 
there was a general feeling of a 
chapter stuck in neutral. Our 

membership was diverse, but divided; as each faction  
was pushing to lead in a separate direction.

With careful consideration and some gentle nudges, the 
Active Chapter made excellent choices in their election of 
new officers. Perhaps more importantly, we more clearly 
defined the attributes of a desirable new member, then 
executed during summer rush. Strong pledge classes and 
consistent cultivation of leadership within each class year 
has transformed the membership into what I know to be 
the finest on UN-L’s campus. 

This transition didn’t happen overnight, and it wasn’t 
without bumps along the way. We had sophomore brothers  
elected to Eminent Archon, which clearly signaled a  
lack of upperclassmen leadership and limited retention 
of tenured members. Today, seniors lead the way in the 
chapter room while underclassmen grow and mature in 
smaller offices while waiting their turn to hold the gavel.

Retention of members is high and recruitment is robust, 
both strong indications of our place on campus and, more 
importantly, the quality of the environment at Nebraska 
Lambda Pi. We consistently initiate pledge classes of 28-35 
members. This, along with our retention efforts, resulted 
in a house with every bed full and freshmen waiting for a 
room to become available. 

As many of you may know, the Greek System at UN-L has 
undergone significant changes in recent years. We were 
charged with adapting to our new environment with little 
alternative. I’m pleased to tell you that SAE is setting the 
example of how to thrive within the framework of greater 
scrutiny and higher expectations. We remain a social 
fraternity, but have stepped up our academic achievement 
and leadership on campus and in the Greek community. 

I invite and ask you to please stop by 635 North 16th St. 
You will be met with a handshake and a warm welcome 
home. I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished and know 
that you will be too.

LETTERS
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CHAPTER NEWS

Twenty-Nine New Brothers
On Saturday morning October 27, twenty-nine new brothers were initiated 
as members of the Nebraska Lambda Pi Chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. This 
group of men holds an abundance of leaders, and their involvement in the 
chapter ensures a bright future for our Fraternity. 

Tucker Anderson, Louisville, NE
Eric Arnold, Valentine, NE
Ty Bergmeier, Omaha, NE
Broderick Boehm, Lincoln, NE
Nick Burianek, Arlington, NE
Hans Christen, Lincoln, NE
Dylan Dragoo, Lincoln, NE
Drew Feldewerth, St. Louis, MO
Britt Fordham, Lincoln, NE 
Gavin Friehauf, Lincoln, NE
Michael Garry, Omaha, NE 
Christian Hohl, Wahoo, NE
Kyle Holman, Lincoln, NE
Josh Isherwood, Lincoln, NE
Derek Kenkel, Arlington, NE
 
 

Pledge Class, Fall 2012
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Will Lage, North Platte, NE
Aaron Mack, Lincoln, NE
Colton Mazour, Albion, NE
Cody McBride, Omaha, NE
Ian McGowan, Crete, NE
Joss Miller, Lincoln, NE
Adam Moline, Imperial, NE
Kyle Olson, Tekahma, NE
Tommy Olson, Julesburg, CO
Matt Peppmuller, Lincoln, NE
Zach Smejdir, Crete, NE
Pat Spethman, Lincoln, NE
Tommie Vollmer, Omaha
Zach Weis, Omaha, NE

Earlier days, black suits and bow ties

The Seventies, but you already knew that



DO IT SOBER Marks  
30 Years of Campus Impact
The Nebraska Lambda Pi chapter 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon is proud to 
have sponsored and coordinated 
another successful Do It Sober 
alcohol awareness program for UNL 
students. This year the program, 
started by SAE’s more than a quarter 
century ago, hosted more than 2000 
attendees at the Lied Center for 
Performing Arts on campus.

Brother Jake Pflug coordinated the 
event and, for the first time since 
early in the founding of the program, 
we partnered with the Office of Greek 
Affairs, the Interfraternity Council, 
and the Panhellenic Council to plan 
the event. 

The 2012 keynote speaker for  
Do It Sober was Dr. Lori Hart. She 
presented a program that was 
enlightening and engaging for the 
students, as well as entertaining. 
Dr. Hart has an undergraduate 
degree in Education from Auburn 
University, a master’s degree in 
Education from the University of 
Montevallo and a doctorate degree 
in Higher Education from Georgia 
State University. She is an avid 
participant in the fraternity/sorority 
community, and has served as an 
active volunteer for Alpha Omicron 
Pi for almost two decades, and she 
currently serves as the Director of 
Alcohol Education for Pi Kappa 
Phi Fraternity. In 2007, Lori was 
recognized by Campus Activities 
Magazine as both Speaker of the  
Year and Female Performer of 
the Year. She visits close to 100 
campuses a year, bringing messages 
about relationships, alcohol 
education, and Fraternity and 
Sorority Life.

CHAPTER NEWS

Lambda Pi Hosts Province Tau Leadership School
Over the course of the last 12 months, the Active Chapter was instrumental 
in organizing the 2012 Province Tau Leadership School. The event took 
place November 2nd through the 4th and welcomed 12 SAE chapters from 
Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota. The entire 
weekend was successfully coordinated by Lambda Pi brother, Stephen Hoth.

Nearly 300 undergraduate members of Sigma Alpha Epsilon attended along 
with alumni, the Province Tau Council, and members of the Supreme 
Council. Local alumni served as speakers and included Bill Etmund and Eric 
Moyer. They were joined by Eminent Supreme Recorder, Blaine “Boomer” 
Ayers, Eminent Supreme Chronicler, Greg Brandt, and Associate Executive 
Director of Communication, Brandon Weghorst.

The 2012 program included eight breakout sessions with 50-60 brothers 
attending each, and two large group presentations each with nearly 300 
attendees. Subjects covered in the program sessions included Becoming a 
Chapter of Influence on Your Campus, Risk Management, The SAE Brand, Financial 
Management, Programming for Effective Change, and Meaning of the SAE Insignia. 
The day included a lunch hosted at the SAE House by the Lambda Pi Chapter 
for all attendees. Many SAE’s from around the realm enjoyed Valentino’s 
Pizza for the very first time. Lunch was followed by the Fred Martin Singing 
Competition, a formal initiation ceremony and memorial service that 
recognized those brothers who have recently joined the Chapter Eternal. The 
evening concluded with an awards banquet at the Nebraska Ballroom in the 
Downtown Holiday Inn. During the closing ceremony, members of Nebraska 
Lambda Pi Chapter were awarded Outstanding Chapter GPA, Outstanding 
Scholarship Programming, and Outstanding Pledge Class GPA 2011-2012 
(now the sophomore class) with a GPA 18% above the all men’s average. 
We are pleased to add these awards to the trophies and recognition awarded 
previous generations of Lambda Pi brothers.

Alec Lowrey, Ben Dutkiewicz, Austin Reilly and Ethan Young accepting the Scholarship Awards
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Founders’ Day | Thursday, March 7, 2013

This year we ask that you think of Founders’ Day in a new way, as a day 
like no other. Not as just another event to fit into your busy schedule, but as 
your chance to mess with the laws of physics and travel back in time. For a 
few hours on this night, you can take a vacation from reality and relive great 
old stories with some great old pals. The Active Chapter will welcome you 
back home with food, drinks and a few stories of their own. There’s even a  
special valet service to ease any and all parking worries. So what are you 
waiting for? Call a friend, organize a carpool, and mark your calendar now. 
More information will follow after January 1st and as the event draws near. 

Homecoming | Go Big Red | Saturday, September 21, 2013

There isn’t much that can top a football Saturday in Lincoln. We think the 
exception is a football Saturday in Lincoln with a bunch of your college 
buddies. So plan to stop by 635 North 16th Street before, during or after the 
2013 Husker Homecoming game. Plans are well underway to transform  
the House into the center of game day activity on September 21st, when the  
Big Red play the Jackrabbits of South Dakota State. We’ve secured University  
approval for a cash bar, and the chapter will be serving some tasty BBQ.  
It promises to be a fun time for all and the start of a great new tradition for a 
House already filled with great traditions. Bring the family and your Big Red 
spirit. Details to follow as the event draws near.

EVENTS

“Come Sing to Sigma Alpha Epsilon...”

Not so long ago…Homecoming Circa 1976
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A Brother’s Story
In a recent effort to update member records of the 
Chapter membership, we came across the life story of a 
brother, which spurred the idea of recognizing brothers 
who have contributed to the fraternity in unique and 

special ways, and who carry the values of the Fraternity 
and the ethics of the True Gentleman throughout their 
lives. In future issues of the 635Post, we’ll spotlight others 
and welcome ideas and suggestions for this feature. 

Colonel Philip D. Grimm, U.S. Army (retired) who died 8 April 2005 in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, was born in Lincoln, Nebraska, 13 July 1927, to  
Henry Arnold (WWI - 11th Infantry Division) and Adelaide Kidd Grimm.

Colonel Grimm spent his childhood in Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, near 
Reading. In 1944, he enlisted in the U.S. Army. Following his enlistment, 
he attended the cadet program at Penn State University until it was 
terminated, at which point he was assigned to the U.S. Constabulary 
forces in Germany. He was wounded in a Czechoslovakian border clash 
in 1946 while serving as a Platoon Sergeant with the 11th Constabulary 
Regiment. Colonel Grimm was then discharged in 1947, and went on to 
attend the University of Nebraska from 1947-51. He was initiated into the 
Nebraska Lambda Pi Chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity on April 2, 
1949. While at UNL, he participated in the Army ROTC program and was 
later called back to active duty in January 1951, commissioned a Second 
Lieutenant, and assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 17th Infantry, 7th Infantry 
Division, in Korea, as a Rifle Platoon Leader in F Company from 1951-52.

Following the Korean conflict, he earned the coveted Airborne wings, and 
Ranger tab, and commanded rifle companies in the 31st Infantry Division, 
82nd Airborne Division, and later the 4th Armored Division in Germany. While 
stationed in Germany, Captain Grimm, organized, trained, and commanded 
the first Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol in the U.S. Army. Assigned to 
Fort Monroe in 1961, he served from 1962-64 as the Senior-Aide-de-Camp to 
General John. K. Waters, Commanding General, Continental Army Command.

Following Special Forces (Green Beret) training, he served in Vietnam in  
1964-65 as advisor to the 8th ARVN Regiment. He was assigned to the 
Special Warfare Staff at Fort Monroe from 1966-68 and then returned 
overseas to Korea to command the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry, 7th Infantry 
Division from 1968-1969. In October 1969, he returned to Vietnam, serving  
as deputy Commander 3rd Brigade and G-2 Intelligence, 1st Infantry 
Division, then as G-4 Logistics Officer with the 23rd Americal Division,  
prior to assuming command of the 4th Battalion 3rd infantry (Old Guard).  
His battalion command was marked by a distinguished record of 
accomplishment in distinctive small unit saturation operations resulting 
in the rapid reduction of enemy forces in his area of operations while 
reducing friendly casualties.

Colonel Grimm returned to Fort Monroe in 1971, later graduating from the 
U.S. Army War College, and later served as Chief of Plans and Operations 
at TRADOC prior to his retirement in 1974.

During his 30 year career, he earned the Silver Star, Legion of Merit, 
Distinguished Flying Cross (oak leaf cluster), AirMedal (4 oak leaf clusters), 
Bronze Star (4 oak leaf clusters), Senior Parachutist, Special Forces tab,  
and numerous other awards and decorations.

He was made a Distinguished and Honorary Members of the 3rd Infantry 
Regiment “Old Guard” on 23 July 1999.

Upon retirement, he became the American Legion Department of Virginia 
Adjutant, serving in that capacity for eight years, was briefly manager of the 
Williamsburg Airport, and later served for several years as Regional Sales 
Director for Valeron-GTE of Williamsburg.

He was an avid fisherman, boats man, and pilot. His wife of 41 years, 
Joel Bailey Grimm, a renowned journalism teacher at Kecoughtan High 
School, preceded him in death in 1992. A funeral service and burial, with 
full military honors, was conducted for Colonel Grimm at the Arlington 
National Cemetery on 13 June 2005.

Excerpts courtesy of: SPC Michael J. Grimm, 1st Battalion 75th Ranger 
Regiment, Hunter Army Airfield, Savannah, Georgia.

We welcome updates from all brothers. Please submit news and information online at info@SAE635.org or send it 
by mail to SAE Nebraska Lambda Pi Alumni Association, 1633 Normandy Court, Suite A, Lincoln, NE 68512.
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Remembering the Days
Do you have pictures from your days living at 635 N. 16th? We are working 
to catalogue generation upon generation. 

If you have group pictures, composites, candid snapshots, and are willing 
to share them, we’d welcome a chance to scan any you can contribute 
and return the originals to you. Our goal over time is to create a stronger 
photographic presence of every generation in the House. Your help in 
getting there would be of great value. Whether you have 1 or 100, just 
place your name on the back of your photos, and include any information 
as applicable (i.e., when it was taken, where it was taken, who is featured 
in the picture or background of the activity, etc.). Then simply include a 
note with your name and return address, and we’ll be sure to get them 
back to you promptly. 

Times and styles change but the experiences at 635 remain the same
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Where the door is always open

Making the move to 635, 1928

ALUMNI NEWS

You can send photographs in care of the SAE Nebraska Lambda Pi 
Alumni Association, 1633 Normandy Court, Suite A, Lincoln, NE 68512.
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The Alumni Association 
As alumni, our days living in the House at 635 N. 16th St.  
are some years behind us, yet many of the friendships  
and positive experiences continue to shape our lives today.  
Every generation has helped to build the chapter’s traditions,  
heritage, culture and resources, so that each succeeding 
group of undergraduate brothers is able to learn and grow 
through the Fraternity. Over the years, the Nebraska 
Lambda Pi Alumni Association has served as the bridge 
between SAE’s of the past and present by providing 
services that include:

• Communication with alumni regarding activities of the 
chapter and Alumni Association 

• Scholarship assistance to undergraduate brothers, 
making it possible for more men to enjoy the benefits of 
fraternity life in an environment of rising academic costs

• Programs and services to the undergraduate brothers 
such as mentor programs, retreats, career speakers  
and more

 
As we embark on several new initiatives — including an  
expanded website, e-communication programs and 
revised newsletter, new Homecoming plans and Founders 
Day event — we hope you’ll consider supporting these 
efforts. Levels of support for the Association are listed below  
and all contributions are used strictly to support the 
programs listed. While these gifts are not tax deductible, 
they are greatly appreciated. 

Annual levels of support:

Standard: $50
Benefactor: $75
Sustainer: $100 

Two easy ways to make a contribution: 
• Visit the Alumni section at www.SAE635.org 
•	 Send a check payable to the SAE Nebraska Lambda Pi 

Alumni Association and mail to 1633 Normandy Court,  
Suite A, Lincoln, NE 68512.

SAE Nebraska Lambda Pi 
Alumni Association  
1633 Normandy Court, Suite A 
Lincoln, NE 68512


