
NEBRASKA  • LAMBDA PI

SPRING 2015
SIGMA ALPHA EPSILON

We remember the day, even though few of us were 
around to experience it. We remember not just 
because of the dire nature of the event but also 
because of the heroic way people responded to it. 
Americans came together that day in homes across 
America. Young and old sat solemnly in living rooms 
near their radios. The words, “Yesterday — December 
7, 1941 — a day which will live in infamy” rhythmically 
flowed from President Franklin Roosevelt’s lips out 
into the airways. Roosevelt shared shocking news: 
Japanese pilots had bombed the U.S. Naval Base in 
Pearl Harbor one day earlier. America was at war.
 

On the University of Nebraska campus on that next 
day, a Monday, a light snow fell as students hurried 
back and forth from class. A buzz was in the air,  
and the young men of SAE began to make their way 
home. Soon space in the living room of 635 North 
16th Street was at a premium. Actives and pledges 
grabbed any chair they could find and moved close to 
the radio in the center of the room. Others found space 
where they could on the floor. The housemother,  
Mrs. Adams, sat in her chair by the fireplace. 

The young men and their housemother listened in 
shock and disbelief. The news changed everything. 
The men knew that their country, not classes, would 
come first in their lives now.
 
Pete Durland, Bob Miles, Carole Myers, and Bob Fast 
were among the SAEs that would put studies aside 
and rally to the defense of their country. Lincoln 
native Jack Rokahr too would walk out of 635 that 
memorable Monday and join the fight. His service 
would take him far from the comfort and safety of the 
SAE chapter house and his father, mother, and sister 
Mary in Lincoln, Nebraska. As a member of the 274th 
Infantry Regiment, Jack would venture deep into  
war-torn regions of France, Germany and Belgium.  
His ROTC training at UNL earned him a role as an  
officer in the U.S. Army, and the conduct and character  
that made him an SAE earned him recognition on 
the battlefield. The list of honors Jack won in World 
War II is long and includes the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Bronze Star Medal, French Legion of 
Honor, and more.
 

The Past Gives Much to the Present
“Learning from the indomitable Jack Rokahr”

By: Bill Barna, Initiated 1981 

Jack, in Mainz, Germany, April 1, 1945 
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SAE Bob Fast, a fellow ROTC brother, a member of the Innocents Society 
and president of the senior class at the university, would be killed in action, 
serving as a First Lieutenant in World War II.
 
His military mission in Europe complete, now Captain Jack Rokahr returned 
from his service with the 274th Infantry Regiment on a new mission. 
Having seen the dark side of humanity in his days with the US Army of the 
occupation in western Europe, Jack returned focused on living each day 
fully and making the absolute most of the talents given to him. Back home 
in Lincoln to complete his senior year in 1947, Jack threw himself into his 
studies. A year later, the 26-year-old would add “author” to his growing list of 
accomplishments. In the winters of 1947 and 1948, Brother Rokahr penned 
a two volume memoir titled “I Never Had It So Good: An Autobiography 
of the War.” Today, copies are located in the libraries of the National War 
College at Ft. McNair, located outside Washington, D.C. and the Command 
and General Staff College at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas.
 
Characterized as “the indomitable Jack Rokahr” in the 1944 Nebraska 
Cornhusker yearbook, he jumped into the work force in a major way  
after graduating from the University of Nebraska. In 1949, he joined E.R.  
Squibb & Sons International in New York City. The pharmaceutical products 
company sent him to Caracas, Venezuela, in 1950. His adventure continued  
to grow in 1951, when the company moved him to Karachi, Pakistan. 
Assigned, as field representative, the territory of Afghanistan, East and West  
Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, and Goa, Jack worked with distributors to  
sell and promote Squibb products. His talents and success brought Jack a  
new assignment in 1953, when he was transferred to Singapore. His 
responsibilities took him to even more locations on the world map, including 
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Vietnam,  
and Thailand.
 
A job offer from Mead Johnson & Company in 1954 took Jack to new, exotic 
locales in the world. As the Latin American regional manager of medical 
products, Brother Rokahr worked in Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, and 
Chile. He moved to Lima, Peru, in 1956. Four years later, he returned to the 
United States and in 1961 settled permanently in the Los Angeles area. After 
two years on the staff of the exporting firm Pioneer Trading Company, Jack 
was invited to join the U.S. Department of Commerce as an international 
trade specialist. There, he promoted exports and services by Southern 
California manufacturers and service companies. He was very visible in the 
national export expansion program helping Southern California businesses 
learn the techniques of exporting and promotion of their goods and services 
world-wide. He was highly honored for his memorable work through his  
20-odd years of service with the U.S. Department of Commerce. Never one 
to remain idle, Jack’s career included several important roles on top of his day 
jobs. In 1962, he added “educator” to his resume. He was asked to teach at the 
UCLA Business Extension School. 
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Jack, today at 92½

Jack, May1945

Jack, 1941 UNL Yearbook
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There he developed the school’s first class in the Fundamentals of Export 
Trade. He taught the class from 1962 to 1972. Jack also was proud to continue 
working for his country. From 1949 to 1976, Brother Jack was active in the 
U.S. Army Reserve program. He was promoted to full Colonel in August 
1971 and was retired permanently in 1986 as Colonel-Infrantry, U.S. Army 
Reserve, Retired.
 
Outside of work, Jack found endless happiness in music. Above all, his 
passion was opera. Stumbling upon a radio broadcast from the Metropolitan 
Opera on a Saturday afternoon as a young boy, Jack became enthralled. Soon 
he set his sights on becoming an opera singer and began taking lessons that 
continued through his early college years at SAE.  His participation in World 
War II would effectively end his pursuit of a professional singing career. In a 
spontaneous and memorable moment, though, Jack would sing for — and 
with — the Duke and Duchess of Windsor in France in 1946.
 
A different and closely related musical passion took root for Jack in September 
1938 at the age of 16. He purchased a vocal score, a G. Schirmer edition of 
Carmen, for $2.50. A summer of digging dandelions for a nickel an hour 
earned the young man money to make his purchase. Other purchases soon 
followed. His collection of opera scores blossomed during his military service 
in Europe and later during his many business travels. Jack’s focus and 
determination drove his collection to great heights. Over time, the scope and 
rarity of the opera scores in his collection made it one of the world’s best and 
him one of the world’s most preeminent collectors.
 
In 2002, Jack donated his entire collection to the University of Nebraska, 
establishing the Rokahr Family Archive. A major gift, the collection now 
housed in the Music Library of the Westbrook Music Building at UNL and 
includes more than 6,000 scores of operas, operettas, and musicals dating 
from 1764 to the present. All major opera composers from this period, and 
many minor ones, are represented in the valuable collection.
 
Now 92 and a half years old, Jack Rokahr has stepped up once again. Just 
as he did on that dark day back in 1941, Jack has responded to another 
important appeal by giving generously to the campaign to renovate the SAE 
chapter house in Lincoln. His recent donation comes with special significance 
to him and to the house. Jack’s father’s and grandfather’s company, Ernest 
Rokahr & Sons, built the Lambda-Pi chapter house in 1928.  The quality of 
the construction and the good bones Rokahr & Sons established are a big 
reason why we have needed so few renovations in the 87-year history of the 
house.  Now Jack is pleased to deepen his family’s legacy and to allow his 
generation to live on at 635 North 16th Street.
 

2015 Active Chapter 
Leadership

Adam Moline 
Eminent Archon

Hank Kutilek  
Eminent Deputy Archon

Pete DeWald 
Eminent Treasurer

Tommy Olson 
Eminent Recorder

Cory Curfman  
Eminent Wardemcontinued on page 4
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Jack remembers with fondness and amazing detail the fall of 1940, when 
he first walked into the SAE house. He recalls wanting “desperately” to be 
an SAE, thanks to the example of his friends and neighbors Bill and Ralph 
Ludwick. Seventy-five years later, Jack can still picture his dad dropping 
 him off on campus in his 1940 beige Ford coupe and living in Love Library  
as an Army man called to active duty in his junior year in 1943. The 
memories of that seminal moment in December 1941, when his college 
life and the rest of his life changed in an instant, are equally clear in his 
mind. “Life is a roll of the dice,” Jack says. “Knowing how to respond to it 
determines your success.”
 
No doubt Jack responded as a man, as the True Gentleman guides, “equal 
to all emergencies.” Jack Rokahr shines as an example of our distinctive 
and wonderful past and present. His service to his country during World 
War II and for many, many years thereafter is deserving of our thanks. His 
subsequent accomplishments in life are points of pride for SAE brothers of 
all generations. His continued passion and giving nature inspire us all to 
make our world a better place in our own way.

2015 Summer Recruitment (Rush)
Rush is upon us, and our 2015 rush team consists of some truly great brothers. 
The program is in the capable hands of Jack Moylan, Executive Recruitment 
Chairman, and two Recruitment Chairmen, Kirby LeBlanc and Carrick 
Perlinger. These men will represent SAE well. You can contact them 
directly through SAE635.org. Students interested in joining Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon are encouraged to complete the Student Rush Application, which 
can be found on our website. Alumni are encouraged to complete the Alumni 
Rush Recommendation form, also found on the website. Plans are well under 
way to pursue qualified candidates, and interest has been strong.
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Jack Moylan 
Executive Recruitment 
Chairman

Kirby LeBlanc 
Recruitment Chairman

Carrick Perlinger 
Recruitment Chairman

The Brothers of the Nebraska 
Lambda Pi Chapter of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon support our 
Supreme Council for their 
swift action regarding the 
Chapter located at the 
University of Oklahoma. 

The actions and words of  
the individuals represented 
in a recent video do not 
reflect the beliefs of the 
undergraduates or alumni 
of our Chapter and are 
contradictory to our guiding 
motto of the True Gentleman.

For more information 
from our Fraternity 
Headquarters visit  
www.sae.net
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Tommy Vollmer  
Winner of the 2015 Mike Wallin  
True Gentleman Award 

Tommy Vollmer exemplifies every facet of the True Gentleman. His personal 
brand is genuine, nonjudgmental, ethical, and down-to-earth. He is an 
individual who serves as “sounding-board” for many members of the 
chapter needing personal help or advice. He identifies delivering on 
commitments and holding himself accountable as character traits in which 
he takes pride. He has a healthy blend of academics, community service, 
and SAE involvement. He excels academically as he focuses on his courses 
for construction management, supports efforts in new member education, 
and contributes time and talent with special needs and disabled children. 
Like Mike Wallin, his selfless nature sets an example for others to follow.

Patrick DeWald  
Winner of the 2015 Ray Dein  
Fraternity Zeal Award

Zeal means a great energy or enthusiasm in pursuit of a cause or an 
objective. It is exemplified when, despite the cause or objective requiring 
significant investment in time or talent, or the objective itself being 
inherently unattractive on the surface, the energy and drive to succeed 
remains unwavering.

Pat Dewald has represented this type of zeal from the moment he joined 
SAE. Early in his membership, as Eminent Chronicler, he took an often 
undefined role and produced the chapter’s first “trifecta” in Province Tau 
awards: Best Chapter GPA, Best Freshman GPA, and Best Scholarship 
Program. Layer on top of that zeal, a 3.971 GPA in finance, an influential 
role in student government, and various key positions in the fraternity, 
including Member Educator and Eminent Deputy Archon, and you’ll 
understand why he is so well-respected. He also is one of a select group 
of seniors to live in the house all four years. Pat embodies the very best 
principles, and his example for young members of the Fraternity will 
undoubtedly have long-term, significant effects.
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Chapter Leadership Awards 
By Nate Rempe, Initiated 1997

Tommy Vollmer 

Patrick DeWald 

“...a man with whom honor is sacred and virtue safe.” 
 John Walter Wayland
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Alumni Awards 
Bill Barna, Initiated 1981

Giving is the Operative Word Here
Neil Powell awarded the Merit Key 
Award for years of outstanding service

What makes a man deserving of the 
title “legend”?  One qualification 
has to be needing just one name to 
be recognized. For years and years, 
Neil Powell has been such a guy at 
635 North 16th Street. Generations 
of actives and alumni know Neil for 
his boundless energy, one-of-a-kind 
laughter, and unwavering dedication  
to SAE.

A second criterion for legend status most certainly has to be time, and Neil, 
initiated in 1973, always delivers in that respect, as well. He is no flash in 
the pan when it comes to 635. For three decades, Neil has volunteered his 
time, manned various posts in the house, and spearheaded events such as 
Founders Day, rush bar-b-que’s, and homecoming alumni events. He has 
given many hours that few have witnessed, such as watering plants and 
watching the house during the summer months. His most notable role at 
635 was rush adviser, an important position he has ably managed for more 
than 25 years.

As rush adviser, Neil’s time and skill have been instrumental in the chapter’s 
adherence to the university’s rules for rush and in helping find and sign men 
with the right stuff for SAE. This role and Neil’s talents have benefited the 
financial side of the house and chapter, too. Keeping the number of pledges 
high while maintaining SAE standards has been instrumental in keeping 
house bills affordable and maintaining the appeal of the fraternity. Neil 
describes his role as one of support and supervision, keeping “a watchful eye” 
on the recruitment process and the chairman to ensure that the Nebraska 
Lambda Pi chapter of SAE remains a “special place” year after year.

At the house’s Founders Day celebration on March 6, 2015, friends and 
the Supreme Council of the national fraternity recognized Neil’s many 
contributions by awarding him the Merit Key Award, the second-highest 
award an individual alumnus can receive in the fraternity. The Merit Key 
recognizes an alum who has demonstrated significant volunteer service and 
loyalty to the fraternity on combined levels for an extended period.

“...whose deed follows his word...”  John Walter Wayland

Enjoying Founders’ Day

The Moline’s

From left: Chad Vyhlidal,  
Matt Roberts, Rob Deck
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The award was timed to coincide with Neil’s recent retirement from his 
volunteer role as rush adviser. “It was time,” Neil said, “for the chapter to 
benefit from a new generation of energy and ideas.”  His advisory role, he 
said, “was an honor, and I feel great that it is being taken over by someone 
with so much talent.”  Neil turned over the reins of the position to Mitch 
Bergen, Initiated 2003 at the beginning of the semester. Neil played down his 
contributions, but said that he takes great pride in knowing he has helped 
continue the standard of excellence. In looking back on his time in the role, 
Neil, a consultant for non-profit organizations, said, “It enriched my life 
beyond measure.”  The many friendships he has made stand out the most, he 
said — understandable, as the feeling is mutual.

Neil stands out as a great example of SAE’s giving spirit, and he has made 
countless lives richer with his friendship. His dedication to SAE; the warm, 
personable way he treats brothers of all ages, and his general “Neil-ness” are 
truly the stuff of legend around 635.

Do you have a 
story, photos or 
a perspective to 
share from your 
SAE experience?

Write us at  
www.SAE635.org or 
contact us by mail 
at 3900 Old Cheney 
Road, Suite 201-297, 
Lincoln, NE 68516

From left: Tommy Olson, Will Lage, 
Britt Fordham, Bill Etmund

From left: Tom King, Brian Watt, Alex 
Moon, Matt Firestone

continued on page 8

Answering the Call When the 
House Needed it Most
Bob Northrup honored with the 
Order of the Lion

The calls came at all times of the 
day and night. They didn’t stop on 
weekends or vacation days. They 
came when the sun could fry an 
egg on the sidewalk and when the 
thermometer dipped to bone-chilling 
depths. On and on they went for 
years. Then, the years turned to 
decades, and still the calls didn’t stop.

Each call was made to one man, and time and time again that man answered 
the call. Over the years, Bob Northrup, initiated 1967, answered phone calls 
from young, sometimes frantic house managers at 635 North 16th Street. 
Their calls came not with good news, but most often with an urgent request 
for help. Emergency or not, Bob answered the call and responded with a 
solution. Bob literally kept the house from falling apart. He saw that things 
some brothers would ever notice were repaired or replaced. His skill at 
keeping the house in one piece becomes readily apparent when one does 
some quick math. The last major house renovation was made in 1968, 47 
years ago. Consider the 80-plus young men living in the house year after 
year for 47 years and the basic the wear and tear. It is a minor miracle that 
the house is still in the shape it is in today.
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In addition to repairs, Bob, owner of Northrup Designs and a building 
contractor, and his wife Vicki helped keep the house looking good, planning 
and executing cosmetic work over the years. His talents provided cost-
effective solutions to keep house bills from rising and House Corporation 
funds from dwindling.

For his efforts with the house and his work with the House Corporation, Bob 
was recently honored with a special award from the fraternity. In a ceremony 
at Founder’s Day on March 6, House Corporation President Scott Tollefson 
presented the Order of the Lion to Bob Northrup. This prestigious national 
award recognizes outstanding commitment and loyalty to the fraternity by 
an alumnus. At his side when he was given his award was Bob’s wife Vicki, 
who was responsible for continuing interior-design efforts in the house. Bob’s 
receipt of the award was met with rousing and appreciative applause from the 
active and alumni members who filled the house that night.

In accepting the award, Bob mentioned his longtime love for the house that 
arose from friendships and one other special reason:  Bob’s father was an SAE 
at 635 in the 1920s. In his father’s honor, Bob and Vicki donated work and 
materials to redesign the fireplace in the living room in 1993. The beautiful 
woodwork and design blend perfectly with the house and stand as a true 
centerpiece for the room.

In speaking to members at Founders Day, Bob encouraged alumni to 
contribute generously to the house renovation fund. “No one knows better,”  
he said, “how much in need the house is of work in plumbing, electrical, and 
other code-related maintenance.” Although Bob is retiring from his volunteer 
posts, he said, not surprisingly, that he would gladly answer any call for help 
if needed.

Where Are They Now?

Help us communicate with you  
and your peers more frequently and  
effectively by providing an updated 
email address and phone number.  
Visit www.SAE635.org and under 
the Alumni Tab, click on the Stay 

Connected option, and you can update 
all of your contact information with the 

Nebraska Lambda Pi Alumni Association.

Remembering when...

Generations together

From left: Scott Babcock, Mark Kiroff
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The capital campaign to renovate the chapter house is well under way, and while 
the $2 million goal is significant, concrete research proves it’s possible. Over the 
past several months, we have secured pledges and commitments totaling $735,000. 
You may find the complete campaign plan, details on giving recognition, and a 
commitment/pledge form on the website at WWW.SAE635.ORG, or contact 
the campaign team at INFO@SAE635.ORG. 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

735K

2M

1 M

Many Generations...One Home
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Join us and support the future of the Nebraska Lambda-Pi Chapter  
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon

$100,000 - $250,000 
ICON  
Richard Varner, ‘73 

$50,000 - $99,999 
LEGEND  
Kenneth Green, ‘68 

$25,000 - $49,999 
HERO  
George Dudley, ’48 
Grant Gier, ‘81 
Fred Hawkins, ’47 
Kenneth (Kim) Hawkins, ‘73 
Brad Moline, ‘86 

$10,000 - $24,999 
LEADER 
Robert Bartizal, ’51 
Jack Campbell, ‘47 
Dave McBride, ‘71 
Philip Perry, ’66 
Willis Polite, ‘47 
Al Rieman, ‘64 
Matthew Roberts, ‘90 
Brian Staudenmaier, ‘87 
David Sundberg, ‘59 
Brian Wilcox, ‘89 

$5,000 - $9,999 
BENEFACTOR 
Kenneth Anderson, ‘63 
Michael Berguin, ’81 
Terrence Broekemeier, ’66 
Steve Brown, ’65 
Brent Burmood, ’91 
David Butler, ’84 
William Duckworth, ’63 
Bryan Ericson, ‘57 
Matthew Firestone, ’97 
Stewart Gaebler, ’81 
George Green, ’63 
Steven Grossoehme, ’81 
Richard Holman, ’65 
John Hoppe, ‘36 
John Hoppe, Jr., ‘70 
William Jackman, ’83 
Eric Johnson, ’81 
David Krause, ’65 
Steven Kutilek, ‘82 
Clark Landers, ’80 
Joel Long, ’81 
Michael McDonald, ’81 
Robert Northrup, ’67 
Louis Olberding, ’91 
David Sever, ’59 
Bruce Shalberg, ’63 
Jerald Shaw, ‘53 
Michael Sophir, ’82 
Chad Vyhidal, ’91 
Tom Westman, ’80 
Robert Wilburn, ’63

$1,000 - $4,999 
CONTRIBUTOR 
Richard Aerts, ’76 
Dale Anderson, ‘60 
Matthew Bornschlegl, ’93 
Mark Brewster, ‘83 
Keith Bystrom, ’69 
John Chaney, ‘69 
Robert Cummings, ‘80 
Russell Hale, ‘48 
John Hecox, ‘95 
Lynn Hendrix, ’71 
Glenn Hermanson, ’90 
Robert Kehm, ‘67 
Benjamin Knoll, ‘80 
Richard Lahr, ‘43 
Stephen Lubeck, ‘89 
Alex Moon, ‘95 
Michael Moyer, ‘93 
Michael Olauson, ‘70 
Norman Rasmussen, ‘50 
Brent Robinson, ’94 
Ernest (Jack) Rokahr, ‘41 
Andrew Romjue, ‘93 
Harry Seward, ‘68 
JD Sherry, ‘93 
Thomas Sonderegger, ‘00 
Scott Tollefsen, ‘92 
David Uher, ‘65 
Daniel Weed, ‘81 
Richard Weller, ‘51 

Consider being a Class Captain
As we embark on broadening the reach on 
the SAE635 campaign, we are asking men to 
consider being class captains and co-captains. 
If you are interested or willing to consider this 
role, we would be pleased to speak with you. 
We have built a support system, collateral, and 
infrastructure to help guide the process and to 
provide you with many resources and coaching 
to help foster your success. For more information, 
please contact Mike Sophir at Mike@sae635.org  
or Matt Firestone at Matt@sae635.org.

Up to $999  
SUPPORTER
Frederic Archered, ’49 
Thomas Blair, ‘83 
Stephen Clark, ’81 
Timothy Divis, ‘73 
Benard Dudzinski, ’81 
Raymond Geiger, ’55 
Robert Harberg, ‘74 
Mark Johnson, ‘86 
Allan Kanouff, ’61 
William Kuhn, ‘49 
Jeffrey March, ’81

George McEachen, ‘60 
Daniel Scanlan, ‘69 
Norman Stentz, Non- Member 
Ray Swanson, ’63 
John Wells, ‘80 
John Williams, ’80 
Thomas Zimmerman, ’81
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Two Recent Significant Gifts
On the morning of March 5, the SAE635 Campaign had 
received gift commitments from 90-plus alumni totaling 
$524,000. By 8 o’clock that evening, two gifts had added 
$200,000 to that total.

The first came from the active chapter of SAE.  
Each member has committed to donating $500 per man, 
including both those in the chapter today and those to be 
added in 2015, 2016, and 2017, representing a total value  
of $100,000. As many men in the chapter commented:  

“We need to set an example, put skin in the game, and set course 
for the next generation.” 

“This is our house and the last thing we want is to walk by 10 years 
from now and see the letters of another fraternity or sorority 
displayed on our home.”

Moments after the announcement from the undergraduates, 
we learned that Brother Rich Varner, initiated 1969, committed 
to a lead gift of $100,000. What better way to to share Rich’s 
story than with his own words: 

Attached is a signed pledge agreement in the amount of $100,000 toward the capital improvements planned for the 
House. It is an honor and privilege to be a member of Nebraska Lambda Pi, and it is an honor and privilege to be 
able to make this gift.

The value I have gained from being a member, and more important, of the friendships made within the SAE 
Brotherhood, make this contribution pale in comparison.

Relationships are like checkbooks; you can’t keep withdrawing without putting something back in. With respect to 
Nebraska Lambda Pi, I feel like I’ve been overdrawn for many years, and while I will never be able to pay it all 
back, I hope this works for a while.

I don’t care if you put my name on anything, but if you do, make it someplace where I spent time like, the TV room, 
kitchen, pin ball room, Room 216, or second-floor new head (the library wouldn’t qualify).

I would ask that my brothers, both past and current, consider their own situations and to reflect on those same 
moments, memories, and friendships, and help wherever they can, and in any amount that they can in the worthy 
effort to keep 635 N. 16th the best of places to live, study, and play   —  ΦΑ, Rich

Brothers, thank you for your support and generosity!

Brothers of the active chapter From left: Jack & Sally Campbell, Vicki & Bob Northrup,  
Max Gronenthal , David Woodke, Keith Bystrom, Dave 
McBride, Clay Smith 



Priorities:
• 58% of the renovation project is related to 

infrastructure (e.g., electrical, plumbing, fire  
and safety systems)

• 32% of the project is related to the exterior  
(e.g., roof, windows, stucco, brick work, 
woodwork restoration, paint)

• 10% of the project is cosmetic (e.g., carpet,  
paint, woodwork restoration)

Deadlines:
• August 1, 2017: University-required updates 

addressed in our infrastructure and exterior work 
must be complete. Otherwise, the university will 
withdraw our recognition as approved student 
housing, and no new men may move into the 
house until all work is complete. There are no 
extensions or waivers to this deadline.

• May 2016: To complete the renovation, meet 
deadlines, and ensure that our men can be 
housed together during the renovation, we 
must begin the work in May 2016. This means 
we must secure another $265,000 in pledged 
commitments by July 2015 so that planning  
and estimating can begin. We must meet the  
full $2 million pledged commitments goal  
by December 31, 2015, so the renovation  
can commence.

• To maintain historic landmark status and 
ensure all alumni gifts are tax-deductible 
require that we meet certain standards. If we do 
not complete the renovation by maintaining the 
integrity of the house, we will lose this status and 
most gifts will no longer be tax-deductible.

Our Future:
• It’s been nearly 50 years since the last major 

renovation. That’s a very long time when you 
consider the number of men who have since 
lived in the house and the demands placed on 
it every day. It’s also a testament to the care and 
preservation provided by every generation.

• Our house is rapidly decaying. The electrical 
demands of computers, printers, refrigerators, 
microwaves, and big-screen TVs are far greater 
than those in 1968. The bathrooms and plumbing 
need major work—not because people have 
treated them badly but because they are 50 years 
old. How many of us live in homes today that 
have not been renovated in 50 years?

• We have a responsibility to our current and 
future members, their parents, and ourselves to 
provide a safe and healthy living environment.

• If we are to remain competitive with other 
fraternities, many which have already completed 
renovations, we must renovate soon.

Deadlines Loom
The urgency of the renovation project and the securing of commitments for the SAE635 campaign has risen 
to extreme. If we are to save our house and ultimately our chapter, we must reach our goal of $2 million 
in pledged commitments by December 31, 2015, and we must achieve the $1 million mark in July 2015 
to begin the official planning process. All gifts are 100% tax-dedctible and can be made as single payments, 
three annual payments, or monthly payments. We hope you will read the following sections in detail 
that further highlight the requirements, deadlines, and opportunities.
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Our Realities:
• When you own a fraternity house that houses  

80-plus men, it is paramount to provide an 
optimal living environment to sustain interest  
and be fiscally responsible.

• If we fail to raise the funds and complete 
the renovation on time, the loss of approved 
university housing status would result in a 
minimum of 30-plus vacancies immediately. As an 
organization, we cannot support the house for  
long at 70% capacity.

• Even if the house could be maintained without 
freshmen, upperclassmen are not going to 
choose to live in a house that continues to 
decline.

• Parents will at some point soon — and some 
already have — said: “SAE is not an option 
for our son. We will not permit him to live in 
that environment when there are many other 
fraternities with top tier facilities.”

• New recruits and new classes are the 
lifeblood for sustaining more than the house; 
they sustain the chapter, as well.

• When a fraternity house finds itself aging, it’s 
not just one issue but many that can lead 
to demise. The most recent example was 
our neighbors at Sigma Nu. Their house was 
condemned by the city, and with no members 
allowed to live in their house until it is brought to 
code, their undergraduate membership dwindled 
so much in one year that today they have no 
active membership.

• While some chapters that close their homes may 
have the resources to hold on to their houses 
indefinitely, most do not. All we have to do is 
take a walk down Greek Row to point out 
“that used to be the ________ house”.  
Is that what we want?

What does this mean? 
• We need your help in supporting this campaign. 

While all gifts are valued and appreciated, those 
commitments of $5,000 or more paid over one 
to three years really help move the needle.

• If we are unable to engage our vast alumni 
membership to support this campaign and 
secure financial commitments to reach the goal 
and complete the renovation, then it is only a 
matter of time before the university removes 
recognition or the city addresses code issues 
or both. If this is the path we choose, then the 
question becomes, “What’s next”? Likely one  
of three alternatives:

1. Close the house, place secure fencing around 
it, and let it sit until alumni rally to save it. In 
this scenario, our undergraduate chapter 
dwindles and dies, and we are left with no 
active chapter.

2. Sell our house to another fraternity or 
sorority and close our active chapter membership.

3. Sell the house to the university and close 
our active chapter membership. The university 
would either use the facility for its needs or 
tear it down for the value of the land.

WWW.SAE635.COM

The future of our chapter  

and our house depends on us.  

Nobody else is going to do it 

for us. Will you help?
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PAYMENT INFORMATION:
Checks Payable To:  

Sigma Alpha Epsilon Foundation

Memo:   

NELP CAF Number: 3886

Credit Card:

1. q Visa      q MasterCard      q American Express      q Discover

2. First pledge payment of $ ________________________________

3. Or Monthly payments of $ ______________ for _______ months

4. Or One-time charge of $ _________________________________

Card Number: ___________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________

Card Holders Name: _________________________________________________________

Card Holders Signature: ______________________________________________________

Gift Processing Information:

Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Initiation Year: _______________________ Graduation Year: _______________________

Preferred Address: ___________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________ State: ______________ Zip Code: ___________

Home Phone: ______________ Work Phone: ______________ Mobile: ______________

E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________________________

q I would like to designate my gift to the campaign:

In memory of: ______________________________________________________________

In honor of:  ________________________________________________________________

Class/Family Gift:  ___________________________________________________________
☐
Anonymous:  _______________________________________________________________

COMMITMENT:
I commit and/or pledge and agree to pay the: Sigma Alpha Epsilon  

Foundation, the sum of: $____________ in equal annual installments  

according to the following schedule.

Amount Year I: $__________________________  Date: _________, _____

Amount Year 2: $__________________________  Date: _________, _____

Amount Year 3: $__________________________  Date: _________, _____

Mail to: Sigma Alpha Epsilon Foundation, Nebraska Lambda Pi CAF 
1856 Sheridan Road, Evanston, Illinois 60201-3837
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Friday, March 6, 2015
Participation in and support for the annual Founders Day celebration 
continues to grow, with more than 200 in attendance this year. Special 
recognition goes to active Brother Brandon Hahn, Alumni Relations Chairman, 
for his work in creating and preparing all the evening details start to finish. 
Those who attended will attest it was the best event yet, much of it due to 
Brandon’s eye for detail, organizational skills, and “can do” approach to 
getting the job done. If you missed the event this year, begin making plans 
to join us in 2016.

Founders’ Day 2015 

EVENTS

Back row from left: Eric Johnson, Mike McDonald, Joe Herman, Mark Kiroff, Bill Barna,  
Tom Zimmerman, Steve Kutilek, Clark Landers, Scott Caniglia
Front row from left: Joel Long, Tom Westman, Stew Gaebler, Mike Sophir, Tim Shanahan

From left: Derek Zimmerman, Travis Lucas, 
Jerrod Wilson

From left: Brent Holst, Gavin Friehauf, 
Jackson Lauer, Jon Canigla, Spencer Edwards  

Plan Now to visit 635 North 16th Street

Homecoming: Saturday, September 26, 2015 
Founders Day: Friday, March 4, 2016

More information on both events can be found on our 
website at www.SAE635.org. Formal invitations will 
be sent to all members with valid mailing addresses 

four to six weeks prior to each events.

From left: Brandon Hahn, Nicholas Natvig, 
Brett Stanley

From left: Jeff Lenihan, Matt Gabler,  
Scott Gabler, Thomas Prinz



MiDo
standard 
1st class 

indicia here

  
 

The Alumni Association 
As alumni, our days living in the house at 635 N. 16th  
are some years behind us, yet many of the friendships  
and positive experiences continue to shape our lives today.  
Every generation has helped to build the chapter’s 
traditions, heritage, culture and resources, so that each 
succeeding group of undergraduate brothers is able to 
learn and grow through the fraternity. Over the years,  
the Nebraska Lambda Pi Alumni Association has served 
as the bridge between SAEs of the past and present by 
providing services that include:

• Communication with alumni regarding activities of the 
chapter and Alumni Association 

• Scholarship assistance to undergraduate brothers, 
making it possible for more men to enjoy the benefits of 
fraternity life in an environment of rising academic costs

• Programs and services to the undergraduate brothers 
such as mentor programs, retreats, career speakers  
and more

 
We hope you’ll consider supporting these efforts. Levels 
of support for the association are listed below, and all 
contributions are used strictly to support the programs 
listed. While these gifts are not tax-deductible, they are 
greatly appreciated. 

Annual levels of support:

Standard: $50
Benefactor: $75
Sustainer: $100 

To make an online contribution, visit the Alumni section  
of WWW.SAE635.ORG or make checks payable to the  
SAE Nebraska Lambda Pi Alumni Association and send to  
3900 Old Cheney Road, Ste. 201-297, Lincoln, NE 68516.

Alumni Association
3900 Old Cheney Road, Ste. 201-297
Lincoln, NE 68516

<< variable data field>>
Mr. Jack Frost
1234 Chilly Gumdrop Lane 
North Pole, WI 98765


